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degree of restraint of competition in traffic arrange-
ments concerted between parallel railroad lines to be
illegal and criminal. This is to make competition
and difference in rates the supreme policy, whereas
universal custom requires the suppression of com-
petition in rates and the preservation of uniformity!

The result of this conflict is not open to doubt.
The Written Law is victorious upon paper and power-
less elsewhere. The Attorney-General is sensible of
the feebleness of the command resting upon him
to enforce a law the enforcement of which would
send a hundred of the most eminent citizens to jail
and throw the industry of the country into con-
fusion. Meanwhile, the interests of peace and order
are left to the protection of the nominal criminals!
The command of the Sovereign wiU prove impotent
against the unyielding force of custom. Uniformity
of rates in railway transportation, upon which the
safety of industrial enterprises so entirely depends,
will be preserved. It will be preserved to a certain
extent by informal consultation and concert between
competing lines, but this being without the aid of
Government enforcement will be subject to frequent
and vexatious violations. The most effective method
will be the acquisition by one interest of the control
of the management of all competing lines by the
acquisition of ownership, or of the control of owner-
ship. One gigantic scheme in this direction has
been baffled by what is called the Northern Securities
decision, made in an action instituted by the Govern-
ment to enforce the provisions of the same Anti-
Trust Act. But other efforts will be made, and